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       Buffalo Mountain Camp and Retreat Center
241 Methodist Camp Road, Jonesborough, TN 37659

Jason Onks, Camp Director

 (423) 753-6678
2008 Policies and Prices for Pool and Programs

I. GENERAL POLICIES

The camp property and facilities are dedicated to the glory of God and the ministry of Christ.  During your stay at Camp, you will be participating in a long tradition of care and appreciation of God’s creation.  Greater use and enjoyment of the Camp and the outdoor environment is experienced in the absence of abuse.  The streams, the trails, the forest, the buildings, the plants, and the animals all deserve to be treated with respect as you would treat a friend.  All these must be protected so that others might come to use and enjoy. A complete list of policies and safety regulations will be given to each group upon arrival.

1. Use of fire will be restricted to Lodge fireplaces, or established fire pits.

2. Smoking is not permitted in any of our buildings. We request that there be no smoking in the presence of children-—with the exception of parents supervising their own children.  Those who smoke outside must deposit cigarette butts into proper receptacles.

3. No alcohol, non-prescription drugs, firearms, weapons of any kind, explosives, or pets are allowed.

4. At least one adult must stay in any cabin in which children or youth 18 years of age and under

are assigned.  Minimum supervision ratios must be maintained by the group.  These are as

follows: 4-5 yrs.—1:5;   6-8 yrs.—1:6;   9-14 yrs.—1:8;   15-18 yrs.—1:10.  Buffalo Mountain Camp is in no way responsible or liable for inadequate supervision on the group’s part.   

5. No food is allowed in cabins.  Food in the Lodge or the Retreat Center must be secured in the refrigerators provided for you or in the other storage containers.  
6. All kitchen food safety policies must be followed.  (You will find instructions in the kitchens.)

7. Under no circumstances will guests be allowed to ride in the backs of trucks or on car hoods while guests are at the camp.  This is an American Camping Assoc. Policy.

8. A person with current certification in CPR/First Aid must accompany a group, unless prior arrangements have been made with the camp.  The group is responsible for its own first-aid needs and for emergency transportation.

9. Personal sports equipment may be brought for activities such as volleyball, basketball, etc.  These should be clearly marked.  (The camp has limited equipment available.)  For specialized activities—boating, ropes, etc, the camp will provide helmets, paddles, etc.

10. When the group checks in there is a required safety orientation with the group leader regarding other important policies in our policy book.  Please read it and discuss any pertinent factors with your group.

Camp wide we have a speed limit of 10 mph.  Please park vehicles in designated parking areas. NO vehicles are allowed on the Outpost trail or across the creek.  Please do not drive on grass unless directed by our staff.

II. POOL PRIVILEGES

The swimming pool is available for the additional fee of $10.00 per hour with a two-hour minimum.  The camp provides a Red Cross certified lifeguard.  No one may be in the pool area without a lifeguard with current certification being present.  An adult from the group must be present at all times at the pool.  Children and youth may not be sent to the pool without an adult.   No more than 30 swimmers may be in the pool at one time.  Groups of more than 30 swimmers are asked to divide and stagger swim times.  All minors who swim in the pool must be approved by the lifeguard and must take a swim test to swim in the deep end. Swim tests will be given at the start of each swim.  The pool is open from the beginning of June through the beginning of August, when summer camp closes.

III. PROGRAM ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY BMC STAFF
What program assistance can be provided by BMC staff? 

A. Worship services, Bible studies, retreat leadership, and campfire building are all available to children, youth, and adult groups for an additional negotiated fee.

B. River trips.  The rate is $20.00 per person for a half-day trip with our sit-on-top kayaks on the white water Nolichucky River.  There is a five-person minimum and a eight-person maximum.  BMC provides leadership staff, helmets, and floatation devices.  A certified current lifeguard must attend all river outings.  PFD’s and helmets MUST be worn.  An activity form with a signed release and medical release is required for each participant.

For tubing trips the rate is $15.OO per person per trip (either morning or afternoon).  There is a five-person minimum and a ten-person maximum.  BMC provides leadership staff, tubes, helmets and personal flotation devices—all required.  An activity form with a signed release is required for reach participant.

NO RIVER EQUIPMENT MAY BE LOANED OUT DUE TO LIABILITY CONCERNS.
C. Rock climbing and rappelling.

BMC staff will facilitate your group’s climbing and rappelling activity on rock faces on camp property or on the camp’s climbing wall.  The fee is $12.50 per person with a five-person minimum on the climbing wall,  $15.00 on the rock faces.  The availability of this activity is subject to certified staff being available – more likely in summer months.  BMC provides leadership staff, gear, rope and helmets.  (No equipment may be loaned out to groups or individuals not participating in a session being run by BMC staff.  This includes the loaning of equipment to off-duty staff members.) All safety policies must be followed.  The group must have trained BMC staff present to engage in high adventure activity.  For rappelling, as for the river, an activity form with a signed release and medical release is required for each participant.

D. Canoeing/minnowing 

Canoeing on our lake is available only upon prior arrangement with camp.  A lifeguard from the camp must be hired.  The cost for hiring a camp lifeguard to supervise lake activities is $20.00 per hour.
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